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Desikar as a Post 


I BaDsllrit literature claims soma of th» 

H ■ ^cJrld’s greatest poets. The oldest Sanskrit 
" poet, Bishi Valmiki, is perhaps the greatest poet in 

f tho whole field of the world’s literature. The Creator 
of the world is frequently described in the TJpaui- 
shads SB ^ CEoet). Evidently the Vedio concep- 
tion is that the poetic talent would be a proud 
accomplishment even to the Supreme Being, the; - 
' Creator of all. The art of the Adikavi Valmiki had 
never been surpassed. The greatest poets atnoagsfc^ 

^ Ik ' 

I the later Sanskrit poets and the vernacular poets of ; 

^ India recognised the immortal Poem of ValtniU as 
^ the fountain source of their inspiration and ha^:^ 
^ freely cogfeesed his towering eminence. Even life’ ' 
\ Supreme Being incarnating as Shri Krishna borrows^ 
a the language and manner of presentation of tba * 
[ Adikavi in the Song CelesUal. Vyaaa the author*^ 
of Maba Bharatfl which is so much admired 
oaly for its thoroT^hgoiog treatment of all questitfxft^ . 
. jof Polity, Ethics and other subjects of public 



touches tbe heart and ear of the modern reade: * 
caught the attention of the author of Malyibha:' ^ ta 
as well, so much bo that it revolved in his tnind >< 1^3 
passed into the following description of the 
parativQ deserts of Nala and Dam ay anti ; 


Practically the whoft of the qnestionaire of llamj^ 
1^1 to Bharata in the hundredth Sarga of Ayodhyakai;»^ 

iC ^ * * £ ' 

popularly known as the Eaebchith Sar^a has beffi 

adopted word for word by Vyosa in the fifth chapter 

# 

of the Sabha Parva where Narada makes enqnirifcj 
regarding the administration of Yudhiahtira. TherA 
are changes in the order of verses and it is intere^ 
ing to note that the qnestions put in tha 


wMich excepting the second padjf*.is the same as tl^ 
*73rd^sloka of the Kachith Sarga are beautifully 
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'i||^lained by Vyasa in the following sloka in answer 
query of Yudbishtira ae to the meaning of the 
r«e 6 tions. 

Ipr ^ I 

^18 also interesting to note the administrative itn- 
^^ptovemen^s disclosed by the additional questions in 
the later work which would suggest the advances 
Vcuade between the two periods. The poetry of the 
jBishis Parasara and Suka is also very fine. Coming 
Idown fo later times Kalidasa certainly holds the 
^ first rank next to the Great Rishis. Kalidasa him- 
';^self is deeply saturated with the Ramayana and he 
‘•not infrequenth’ discloses his high admiration for 
^the art of lii« Master by adopting his ideas and 

It js needless to quote passages in 


^8100 

I of such borrowing but we would only invite a 
prison of the description of the condition * of 
finde^th# Simsupa tree in the 
rt the heroine of the Meghaduta distressed 
St separation from her consort. 


a ♦ 

[Suodarakanda Barga 16. Sloka jO.t' 
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illustrate Kalidasa’s love for using sweet and fine 
language by the following passages 


[jvuaiai’asaoDbbava.] 

■ 

The different styles of Sanskrit poetry as:e classified 
by the Sanskrit critics as Gouda, Vaidarbba and 
Panchala. Critics describe different poets as excel- 
ling in one or other of these styles. It must be 
said of our po^t Desika that be distinguishes him* 

self as a great mastor of all these styles. He is 
himself conscious of this as he says of bis own 
poetry, 


Although he modestly disowns any credit for his 

productions which he whole-heartedly ascribes to 
^ mspiration from the God within hiifl, he is ncA 
v^upconscious of the irresistible power, of .his poetry^ 
; which is bonad not only to dtssrea critioism {roDoi* 

Ir- 1 

any quarter however hostile ^but is also able to' 

rouse the affectionate love and admiration of even 

the most inimically dispose « reader. The author 

, ^ 

d the Bhamati who is one of the classical writers 




ox Sanskrit prose and whose proee like that of his 
master the Great Sankara partakes wholly of the 
nature of poetry expressed his despair of his work 
appealing to the bitterly hostile reader who is deter- 
mined to carp* and cavil. He says beautifully in 
the followiug Sloka that the good reader needs no 
request to read •his work for he will read it on 
aocount of^its aatural charms and it is no use asking 

the unsympathetic reader imbued with insatiable 
hatred or envy. 






The Sanskrit critics recognise the writers of good 
prose as great poets. “Good and sweet prose’* they 
say “is the touchstone of a poet’s skill.” They say 
‘TO The few prose sentences with 


which the plays'bf Kalidasa are interspersed do him 
even more credit than his incomparable verses 
But what is Kalidasa’s prose when compared with 

o *■ 

the prose of the authors Patanjali, Sabraswami, Sri 
Sankaracharya or Vachaepati Misra? Their works 
are rich with charming poetry and have a sublimity 
and mellitluoas flaw which is all their own. Such 


a great anthot as Vacbaspati Misra dreaded the 

' less apathy of heart filled with hatted aCd 

bat out poet says that a great author need^not 






despair df sympathetic and admiring appieciatioa 
£roai any reader provided be has ^be re^ieite braioa* 
io understand the work. He eavs 




He expresses his respect for Vachaspati^Misra and 
he adopts bis style in big Tattva Tika which he 
^evidently intended to oooopy for his School the place 
of Vachaspati's Tika of Sankara Baahya. His 
poetic works have won high appreciation from 
scholarly oritios who are orthodox followers and 
preachers of rival persuasions. We have personally 
witnessed the pleasant and thrilling effects visibly 
produced upon intelligent hearers of other persua- 
sioDS when the slokas of our author are recited. 

Although our author dedicated his long life to- 
tile service of his religion and wrote coloasal works 
upon tiist theme, he appears to have acquired a 
tiiOroTtgb mastery of the poetic literature before bis 
days. Hsbalso appears to have acquired a thorough 
knowledge of all the prakrit dialects of Sanskrit. 
Not infrequently he was call^*upon suddenly to . 
write poetic works on the basis of his religion after. 



IX 



poets who lived before him, and he 
ed himself equal to the task. The 
bich this review of the author is limited 
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manner and even the language of Kriahaa Misra ; 
but he would not surrender to any extent his religi- 
ous convictions and he takes care to emphasise the 
diiTerences peculiar to his schooK The name he 
adopted for his drama was evidently cliosen by him 
with the object of suggesting the differenoes in view 

of the two schools of thought. He t^ppears to have 
hit upon the name with special referenc^to Bada- 
ravana's Sutra - . . 

cTcRcfirfflclJRt ' 


The Goul oQ the eve of liberation receives the Lord's 
Q-race and by means of that Grace the mind is 
illuminated by a flash of celestial light and the soul 
leaves the material frame by the Sushumna Nadi 
known as Brahtuanadi. The -of the 

Supreme Lord within is the immediate cause of the 
flash of celestial light which dispels all darkness 
and starts the soul on the celestial way to its 
Lord. The pnrsuit and attainment of ensure? 

Mtv&tion through the iuetruraeDtality of the Lord s 

» . , • * 




Grace which is won bv the former. Oar author -‘■S 

• ^ \* i 

widentlx snggestB bj the name of hie work that his 

m 

fichoors view of the dawn of the Lord’s Grace as 
the immediate cause of lib%ration has the elear 
support of the Sutra quoted above. Students of 




or what is known as the 
both the Sun and the Moon. Thev l 

•3 

aware that the moon appears both in t. 
tnarga and in the Dhumadimarga. < 
varying the name from Chandra to Su 
suggests t^hat the Sun aloue is peculiar 
to Mukti and that the Moon is a comi 
both the roads in the same way as h 
or cause from to T1 

quently spokeu of in ancient religious; 
or night. The rise of the moou \ 

dispel the darkness of the night bui 
dispel the night itself which suorise a 
The night of the will cease to be t 

of liord*^ Grace. The length of 
objected to by some critics as too mud 
The author dedicates bis play to the Prii 
Lord Vishna, who acted at least ten P. 

ft 

viz., the Dasavath^ra. Ha makes hi 
descending into the lovel of playwright 

to the example of his Lord who was a 
and played many humble and mean p 
with his consort. Ha conld not thex 
from choosing for the ankas or acts of 
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number other than that of the avathare of his Lord. 
The abiding sentiment or Basa for his play was to 
be the Shanti rasa and Shanti is not begotten v^ith- 
out a long preparation. The play must end with the 
dawn of and the author might well have 

thought it appropriate that the play might be acted 
all night and that its end might synchronise with 
the coming of dawn. The author follows closely^ 
the order of development adopted in the Saciraka 
Sutras. The first Anka of the play corresponds to 
the Samanvayadhya^'a of Brahma Sutras, The 
principal doctrines of the Vedanta are formulated 
there. The second Anka corresponds to the Aviro- 
dhadhyaya of the Sutras. The fallacies underlying 
the rival systems are exposed there. Ankas 3 to ^ 
deal mainly with the Sadhanas such os Vatiragya^ 
Tapas and the tenth Anka deals with Sadhana and 
^ in the same way as the last chapter of the 

Sariraka Sutra does. The road to Shanti must 
necessarily be long and requires strenuous and 
persavering and patient pursuit. 

The author’s invocation of his favourite Deity 
Haya Griva by the sloka ^ 

Snely suggests that the poet expects the in 

his case to rise in the heart of^iB Lord whom 

he deaoribee as the morning Sandhya. The anthor is 


couBciouB of the difficulty of building a play upon a 
rasa which cannot appeal to popular taste and he 
refers with pride to his descent from the sage 
Vishvainitra who could create a new world with a 
new Indra or*withoat an Indra and whose name \b 
gratefully uttered every morning by every Dvija 
as the Guru of -the Gayatri. The poet evidently 
suggests that coming as it did from the great sage 
with remarkable powers of new creation he could 
make a play upon entirely novel lines with the 
Shanti rasa for its basis. His descent from the Guru 
of the Savitri Mantra might also justify his author- 
ship of a play designated as Sunrise. He is consci- 
ous that unceasing devotion to the work of writing 
of highly controversial literature full of dry and 
subtle ratiocination would ordinarily be inconsistent 
with the development of the poetic talent and he 
moat modestly ascribes the combination in himself 
of both the talents to Lord's Grace. The following 
sloka where compares his coming by honeyed 
words which would be a feast for an assembly 
of master artists like Manu« Vyasa and Valmiki 
to the spontaneous fall upon a ripple of the 
Ganges waters fit to^roll in the matted tresses on 
Lord Shiva’s head while dancing in the Sandhya.^ 
Who could prevent Divinity from showering such - 
grace upon an object however unworthy ? * 
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relieves the heart of ail sadness and produoes 
perfect oalmaess whereas other rasas which excite 
and atimolate leave lasting depression and pain/ 
He says 


He prides himaalf with the title of the lion among 
actors and indicates more 

gratification on that title than on his generally 
acknowledged name of Kavitarkikasiiuhiu The 
Shautiraaa aUhongh the ninth and the last is not 
the least (ninths of the rasaa ^ 


All the other rasas must b« so depicted 
as to lead to the final shanti rasa which mast be 
the goal of all true poetry. 


The poet congratulates himself on the holy 
place of RangamJSriraaguia) becoming the Kangam 
(theatre) for his play. His introduction of Kama 
on the stage by referring to him as 

hds a fine humour aboat it. Oapid oonld 

well pride himself on having reduced the man in 
Iswara by half, one half having been made woman. 
Asia the Prabodhachandrodaya here also Cupid, hie 
consort Rati and his friend Vasania appear after 
the SSJWT. We lu^v^a description of the Vaeanto- 

4 '4^ 

isava in the following sloka which will oompiire 



The description of the Cauvery both in tKfe firat Act 
and later is very fine- He refers to the Anaicuts 
97hich will divert the dood water into varions canals 
which lead water directly into the fields. The poet 
who was a native of the Ghinglepet district was 
evidently interested . by bountiful nature and a 
methodical system of irrigation dispensing with the 

necessity for the cruelly hard work of baling water. 


The word suggjests the contrast. 

The poet now and then refers to the pride of the 
woman of the Ghola country; though he does not per- 
haps actually sneer, he has a delicate hit her. In his 

short poem on Ranganatha known as 

he compares the curls on Banganatbas's head to the 
erooked ^nd curling speech of O^la women full of 

l^gnaut satire. He says 

• ^ 

Chola Voman prides herself on her 
culling and long tresses and hangs them down in 





V 




XVII 


pride fanojing that they may compare favourably' 

with the beautifully ourling hair on the God’s head 

but the poet will not allow her that pride ; if she 

wanted to compete with the beauty of those ourls^ 

she can do so only by her crooked and curling 

Bpeeoh which may perhaps in point of kaatilya 

(crookedness) bear such comparison. In the second 

■ 

half of th^ sloka on the Cauvery the poet refers to 
the Chola women bathing in the Cauvery with tbeix 
tresses stretched out and says the river appears Jo 
be covered as it were with moss and the daughter 
of Eavera, the woman Cauvery, seems to smile as it 
were on the Chola woman’s ineSectunl pride by tho 
couples of swans floating over her. He says 


tl 

The poet seemj^ to have been familiar with tha 
Ghandakausika of Kshemeswara. His sloka on the 
power of Manmatha to drive out Vairagya and 
Shanti seems to be quite after the manner of Kshe- 
meswara’s aloka on the restoring powers of a good 
sleep. 

(Sankalpa Suryodaya)« 










. 35n<m ?iw?iR^ 

qr^F^rq: nqior qf^ q; ^ q^: |i 

In saying that the Rishi Vjasa raised his hand also 

in the assembly of rishis 
the poet finely BOggests that Vjasa was in hia extreme 
loTe for Kesava'^ao nervous and anxious about secur- 
ing a mai&rity of votes for his God that he raised his 
own hand as a president even before the others 
did BO. The familiar sloka in Yakshaprasana 

^ qffqqRT qct qqi^rq i 
q^?q 5?.iqT 

im: H q^qi: •• 

may be compn.red with the author’s. sloka 

?T«^ q 5qqf^ q«q[fq Iqff^ 

qrPcT ft«i: «jqi »3^: f% qq: > 


3 q^i5R«i tq^ii: a^r^qtq^fq ii 

The introduction of King Viveka with his consort* 
Sumati and the comparison of the chara^rs with 
the rising sun enter^g the Akasa (Vishnupadc) 
and sending forth hia resplendent rays westward 

and dispelling the mist of Ahankara (con- 





ceit) which completely clouds the vision is very 


The pun upon the words (meaning^westward 

or innermost) and (meaning Akasa or the 

Lord's lotus foot ) and nn (meaning love or colour) 
is easy and natural and would do c1|^dit to any 
poet. 

The slokas put into the mouth of King Viveka 
in the first Act have a fine grandeur about them. 
The Upanifihads speak of the human body as the 



Brahmapura, the city of Brahma or great city. 
The poet humourously suggests t))at the body is 
- really a great city and deserves the appellation of 
' Brabmapura as it has very many gateways for the 
y entry of sin. He says He 

^ deHcribee the .bod j also as a wonderful . piofatr* 
punteti Vith the brush of tricoloared Prakrit! ’ by 
lytEe DMne Architect. The following description of 
^ _tbe lamentable condition of the soul’s intelligence 

the soul is clouded and %hprn of its lustre by 
i- with maya is sweet. 



ft* if AM 





XXI 


53% %i?n I 

Wltin^r?Tcl^ ^55^ g?T?f%T 

The poet appears to have been familiar with the 
drama of Venisamhara. Tne following sloka of 
the poet appears to have been inspired by and 
modelled'^after a similar sloka in that play which is 
also extraclrf^d below for compariaori/ 

2Tgr 

=^f&3q 30m: I 

3R5Fn^»^ iT#I 

5% ‘i3r^ 11 

(Ssnkalpasuryodaya). 

?T WfF^vHtT^ jtft* 

^isqi: q?N: fyqrqf^TTOtq^nP?!: qr^ 

(R'=q>7fJnT^uiiq i^fri tq!M if 

*" (Venisamhan.) 

« 

The poet appears to oifer some suggestions by way 
of criticism of the latter sloka. The animals sacri- 
6ced in a Yajna ai;p not sacrificed in any, spirit of 
anger but purely with a sense of religious duty and 
the sacrificed animals^tbemselveB are believed to ^ 
cent to Heaven. The Kauravas who are the eoe- 
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(Saukalpft Snryodaya) 




(Ut fararam aobari ira) . 

Bhavabhuti’a description has a tinge of Bib- 
hatsa due peihapa to the time chosen viz., the midday 
with a scorching sun overhead. Our poet’s descrip- 
tion is free from any such tinge sod is in a pioas 
and romantic setting. Bhavabhnti is fond of the 
word Pra^hara and uses it frequently in his 
descriptive versos. Our poot detects his bias for 
that word and uses it more than once in the intro- 
duction to the second Act where bis sloks^ are after 
BhavaUbnli’s manner. Our author freely uses his 
own slokas in uthei; Aorks for this play. Bhava- 
bbuti does the same within his three plays. Bh^va- 






XXIV 


sometimes repeats them even where they are 
entirely out of place. His sloka in the Uttararama- 
charita put into the mouth of Bama in regard to 
hie grief for absent Sita fT BT ^ 
is pat into the mouth of Makaranda in the 
Malatimadhavija to express his soj4ow at the loss 
of his friend Madhava’s newly married wife Malati» 
only amending 57 ?T ^ into iTf^niTcT:. It is 

needless to say that many parts of the sloka are 
entirely inappropriate. [ Kalidasa never repeats his 
slokas in one work in his other works. Where tho 
circumstances are similar and the description has 
also to be similar, he uses different language. His 
sloka on the rejoicing of the elements on the birth 
of Baghu ^ 

* f^?T: 


IS practically altered wholesale in form in hia 
des^binK similar conditions at the birth of Parvatfc 


9fT^f*?RT 





XXV 


Our poet repeats his own slokas verbatim but 
they are never out of place. 

Bhavabhuti admitting the diSeretices in prog- 
ress between different students sitting at the feet of 
the same teacher accounts for them by the 
differences in the mental (ftklibre of the students. 


^ 

ir poet’s faith in the miraculous power 
al teacher is firm and even a pupil of little 
s can be imbued with all knowledge by 
if the Guru. He says. 


He had unbounded admiration for Bri Rama- 
nuja the principal founder of his school and he 
introduces the great teacher in the second Act as his 
Guru and himself as the disciple and under the orders 
from his Guru enters into short and hu-uourous^ 
attacks on rival systems. The Sankhyas refuse to» 
count beyond twentyfive and deny Iswara the 
*w«ntvBixth Thathwa After heating the refufk- 



tion by the poet they are made to say they arc ready 
to count twentywx or even twentyeeven The 
Senapati says. 

r^HcRTWr: I 

iT0Tqi% qi if 

The author evidently refers here to the Bharata 
sloka. «-> 

?t qi i 

and humorously suggests that the Sankhyas worsted 
in the argument agree to counting one or even two 
naore than their aysteui would admit. 

The poet expresses his ideals of good literature 
in his appreciation of the literature of Ramanuja in 
the following lines 

jTwriq ^ j 

Good critics are rarely good writers themselvee. 
The slokas of Sri Rama expressing ap|>r6ciatiou of 
the perfection of the speech of Hanuman are themt 
selves some of the finest spocimens of literature. 
Similarly our poet’s verses written in appreciation 
of the writings of the teachevs of his school are 
themselves good specimens^of the best literature. 
His sloka on the merits of the literature of Baint 










u 


The poet who is an oot and out Vydika and au 
embodiment of the highest vairagya ^redeepis the 
Vydika from Vikrama's reproach ip the Vikrama- 
uttasiya as and incapable of lovely crea- 

tion. Manmaiha’s boast of his own might in the 
following sloka at the commenoement of> the fourth 
i&oi is also fine. ‘ .. 









The Scripture saje; 

^'Haying Buffered from the extreme heat of paseiozifi, 
1 have imoaersed myself into Brahma even aa the 
man scorched up by the hot eon cheerfully immerses 
himself in a cool pond’\ Sri Krishna Misra advised 
the worship of the Saguna Brahman in the form 
of Vishnu or the complete entry and surrender inte 
the colonclees (Nirguna) Brahman which by its 
delightful coolaess drives away all the heat of 
eameara. He evidently pate the latter alternative 
as the higher method and afl referred to by the above 
Pramana rioka. Our author who believe that the 
worship of Saguna Brsdima is the safest road saye in 
the following lines that the Pramana sloka refers to 
the worship of the Saguna Brahman. 
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The following sloka describing the raergiag 
»f the Yogi in thl Ananda ocean of Parabrahman 
carried theitto by the Ganjea-Kke stream of epont- 
aneous. pure, continuouB and sweet thought of the 
Supreme affords clear proof of the Yogic experiencofi 
of the author. 


lat 


'V ^ The finishing elokas in the Prabodha Ohandro- 
da/a and the Sankalpa Saryodaya indicate what 
f., dijfexencea there may be in the ideala. The follow- 
ing Bharata Yakya is indicative of the poet’s 
extreme modesty and sincere conviction that the 
God within him is the real author of his works and i 
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show all Mb skill as a poet. He had the authority 
of the Mahabharata for the oonoeption of a meseage 
through a swan. He knew that Kalidasa himself 
now and then had Bama and Sita in hie mind when 
he desoribee, the condition of the Takaha and hie 
consort. Having got his inspiration from the 
Megha Sandesa, he set about compoeing the 
Hamea SandeeSr. The poem is one of the sweetest 
songs in* the world's literature. In literary polish^ 
melody, simplicity and beauty, it will bear compari- 
son with the works of the greatest poets. Some 
parts of the Putva Megha are rather difficult though 

undoubtedly grand and have not the simplicity 
which is characteristic of Kalidasa. The ^msa 
Sandesa is throughout simple and melliSuons. 

If Kalidasa chose a cloud to carry his hero's 
message ou( poet chose a swan as the messenger. 
A cloud would bring winter and send muddy waters 
in torrents down the streams ; clouds are believed 
to stir up erotic feelings in the heart of lov«n. - 
The muddj^ freshes running through winter streams 
might compare with the turbulent feelings of love 
running through the heart* Oar poet's ends are 
mostly spiritual and he therefore chose the season of 
, when the streams are fairly full but^bsolutely 
clear like crystal, fhe clear waters of the stroaJBS 
might compare witli the streams of dear Gk>d- thought 






v?hkh are the delight of the Yogi. The 8wan (|[^) 
^hito as BQOW and "with its pair of fine winge may 
veil compare with the Sannyasi Gum (also called 
or vith his two pakshas (winge) of Gnana 

and Karma (Anuahtana). The poet inight have 
had in mind Buka^e description of the in the 
following sloka 

I 

crai ?TF?TTJ gjPTT H 

where clouds having discharged the whole of their 
.Wftter are said to shine in their pure white colour 
like the tranquil Ifogi who has found his peace 
having freed himself from the yoke of all passion 
and desire. It is a common idea in the spiritual 
literature of the country to address spiritual mess- 
ages through the Swan which is cupposed to 
represent a Guru. The Guru is supposed to act as 
a medium of communication between the Lord and 
the soul longing for deliverance. It is an essential 
idea of the author’s faith that the Lord scaks after 
the detivexance of ]iva even more eagerly than the 

r SiU herself " is believed to represent the 

jjexQed jiva torn from the bosom of the Lord by the 
:tn-headed demon of the mind and divided by the 
of Bamsara* K the Sunda^kanda depicts with 
^eepeet pathos the angaish of tbe sspavate^' 



Atman, the Aranya and Kishkindba Kandas dascribe 



eyen more pathetically the pining of the Lord for 
the absent Jiva. This short and sv^eet poem dea- 
cribea the feeling of the Lord for union with the 
true ^d chaste Jiva. The hero of the Megbasan- 

deea is described as being shorn of all his splendour 
by hia master's dhrse and of having been caught 
inattentive *(3^?^) in the performance of his duty. 
The first half of the opening sloka of the Hamsa- ^ 
sandesa is in marked contrast with the correspond* 
ing first half of the first sloka of the Megha. Oar 
author's hero is described as being boro in the 
spotless races of the Sun and most attentively 
engaged in the search for Sita. If the yaksha hero 

lost the company of his sweetheart by inattention 
to his duties which invited a master's curse of exile, 
Rama lost his Sitaisolelj by attention to his duty 
^iz , of finding a cause for a war with Bavana the 
embodiment of adharma and the eworn enemy of- 
the good. The poem contains intrinsic evidence of 
frequent polishing of the verses by the author. 
He aimed high to keep to the level of Megbasandesa 
full of poetic flights towering to the heights of 
' cloudland and he frankly confesses in his appeal at 
the end of the poem to the reading public that he 
"Vtote and rewrote the verses several times before 




he gftTe them oat to the world* He says the work 
was polished upon the whetting stone of his 
thoughtful mind many a time 

He wished his beloved production a wide popularity 
in the same way as Kalidasa intended^ bis work of 
Megha to travel far and wide raining sweet nehtar 
and never for a moment removed f^om the heart of 
the tasteful student. In addressing th^ cloud at 
the end of his poem in the following couplet Kali- 
dasa appears to have referred to his work also 
known as the ‘ cloud ' or Megha 

It is very pleasant to read critically the two 
works and compare and contrast them. A close 
study and enjoyment of the later wofk will help us 
to appreciate the earlier work fetter and more 
oriticaSiy in the same way as a study of Kamba 
Bamayana certainly helps us to understand and 
appreciate Valmiki better. Our poet) referred to 
hero aa ^ifT^in bis first sloka and he refers 

tp hhn more partioulwy as m the last 

' -y . < 

pads of Mxe penultimate sloka. Being an all life 

^i^jrker in the field of Mimamsa be can not resist 

, *• 

the temptation to aim at ali&eness of the beginning 
and the end (OTWbrefRTi^^il). He waa too much 
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anamoured of the Padukae of Sri Kama Badhra te 
omit a fine reference to them at the end of his work 
(Jcnrq Very likely 

his Padukasfihasram had been compoeed before this 
work- Kalidasa referred to in his first 

verse and again to in the course of the poem 
bat he had no opportunity to refer to her at the end. 
The references to Sita in the poem give a peculiar 
charm to it. Our poet's heroine is Sita herself and 
he refers to her as both in the beginning 

and at the end of the poem. He says in the 48th 
sloka of the second chapter 

^ ?i\wT 


U3r5?qr II 


In wishing the swan to fly far and wide aocom* - 
panied an^ cheered by its consort, he evidently 
expresses a wish that the spiritual gurir encouraged 
by Acharyani (ivife) in his good work of spreading i 
spiritual light may carry his teachings to all the 
corners of the glebe. Kalidaea^s Megha bore^ no 
likeness whatever t<^ his heroine, but our pooi’s ' 

a 

heroine bad many things which strongly suggested ? 
a oomparieon with the swan and the association of ^'/2 





\ ?i% fftJT ?rRR {>, 

f. 

^ The poefc haB a fine hit at the ecstasy of the hero ia 
making his respectful approaches to the swan in 

V * * 

Wit. . the hope of sending a megaage to his beloved when 
he says that he paid mote regard to the swan even 
' than to Hannman. 


Kalidasa referred to the gentle wind blowing at 
the time 5 ^ W«?rg^^9:). Our poet's des- 

criptioD of the gentle and favourable wind in the 
Allowing sloka ia superbly fine and wiir oompate 
jlModrably with any Bimilat description. 
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A true poet must display a gsaerously tolerant 
spirit ; he most not cause any or pain by hia 
bigotry and exclusiveness. Our author although an 

exclusive believer in his own tenets and hii ows^ , 

• • • • ^ 
deity* discards his exclusiveness altogether and 

indulges in very appreciative descriptions of Lord 

Siva and Pacv^i. If about the end of hie poetti 

he inak« a reference to 3r^ei^T (Parvati), he 

refers to her pleasantly about the beginning in the 

12th sloka of the work. If Kalidasa, a bhakta of ^ i 

Lord Siva, intended to sanctify his poem by 

reference to Janaka's daughter* our author* a 

devout Vishnubbakta, being a true poet* freely v 

makes appreciative references to Himavan’s 'V 

daughter in the early and elosing parts of his po^n. 

A similar bro^-mindedness was shown by Yamuna- 

oharva in his beautiful and reverential reference to 

the holy feet of Parvati in his well-known sloka, ^ 

b«ginmiig with 


This was evidently intended to be even an 

I 

improvement on Kalidasa’s fioul-atirring reference to J 
Bri Ramaohandra’s feat in the line 

conipsjfdS biB cloud dockod by ibo 
rainbow te the ehepherd bo? Krishna with hk cl^^pd- 
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like body ebiniag vvith the many-eoloared feathere 
of the peacock in the following couplet 


Even more finely does our poet conceive and de- 
Velop a oomparieoh between his swan and the cres- 
cent on Lord Siva’s head. The bandhujiya flowers 
which make their appearance in the same season 
as a hamsa feel a brother’s affection for the latter 
and when the wind blows they smear the body of the 
swan plentifully with their crimson dust. Smeared 
copiously with the red dust, the white swan attains 
a sweet resemblance to the moon on Lord Siva’s 
head, covered by the white spray of the flowing 
Ganges and tinged red with the lac-dye on the feet 
of Parvati. The sloka is extremely fine. ^ 


The Megha is said to have swans for its com 
pauionsen its flight. , ' ^ 



SaodeBas companions to each other and 
enjojed together to enhance the delight. T 
taking by the Hamas of the lotns-pond w! 
aperting is descriibed with an indesoribabl 
in the following slaka- 
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The Padmiiii is a high-souled 
althongh her lover the swan had just 
after a long separation in the winter when 
[anguished dbnsidecabl^ and was now bei 
with cheer, she aays ‘yea* by the hum of 1 
bo the B\van*B request to go to Lnnka for is 
save dear Janald's Jife that the Messagq 
is undertaken ? 

The route of the»hjegha is through plac 







' The Swarnamukhi rivet ia aaid ts carry the 
■flovferf’ dropping from the treos an her banka down 
to Ealahasti for the worah^p ef Lord Siva. Vaiah- 
^irva^ commentatera do interpret the following 
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Eanchi and evidently wishes to immortalise the 
place. Eanchi was a great centre of learning and 
was a very wealthy and busy city in those days. The 
poet says that Eanchi was so called because it was 
the Eanchi (belt or waiststring ornament) of the 
earth. The big (Hrudotaava in which Varadaraja 
is carried on big vehicles in the 'midst of large 
holy crowds is finely referred to in the' following 
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fan with big wings, the god and goddess strolling 
aboQt in the pleasure-gardens. It is interesting to 
compare the following sloka in the Hamsa Sandeaa 
with the cofresponding sloka in the Megba. > 
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ch the God is seated is ( 
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The description of Sita under the Asoka tree 
is masterly and rousea onr deepest feelings. 
is a divine gem and gives lustre to the solar race. 


Kalidasa* refers to the slender waist of lue 

''V 

heroine by the wrds ir^ ?jnrT. Our poet avoids f!)» 
word Kshama and uses the word 
following slokas are good specimens of fine pCrfliifc 
and Jeep p!ttho5. * ■ ’ " « ^ 

JTjqnr^ ?n5r'^ I 
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ing to note that Desikar adopts the Qumher 110 
for his work ; it is very probable that the Megha 
he read contained only 110 Slokas. 


The antbhr has written many #oth6r good 
poems. We reserve oar discussion of them to a 
later volume. « 

V. Scpalaciari^ 
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